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In New York City, we live on the unceded land of the Lenape peoples
and for two centuries, slavery remained a significant part of New
York life where white settlers bought and sold people of color. I ask
you to join me in acknowledging the Lenape community, the Lenape
community, and specifically the Carnarsie and the Nayack whose
homelands have become Brooklyn. I want to acknowledge their elders
both past and present and future generations as well as the black
ancestors who were bought and sold at the auction stand as slaves.
I want to take a moment to recognize the violence, the effects of
colonization and to remind folks that these aren’t extinct cultures
and this abhorrent history was really not that long ago. Native and
indigenous peoples still exist all over the world, in the Americas and
here in New York. Native people face very real, very pressing issues
today, like water access, land rights, cultural and language loss,
extreme violence against women and the separation of children from
their tribes and heritage. This acknowledgement demonstrates a
commitment to beginning the process of working to dismantle the
ongoing legacies of settler colonialism. I would like to share some
resources and organizations that work towards these goals.
LEARN MORE ABOUT LAND ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
www.landacknowledgements.org
www.decolonizethisplace.org/post/guide-to-indigenous-land-and-territorialacknowledgements-for-cultural-institutions
ORGANIZATIONS TO SUPPORT
Honor The Earth

www.honorearth.org
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National Indigenous Women’s Resource Center

www.niwrc.org

International Indian Treaty Council

www.iitc.org

The Lenape Center

www.facebook.com/LenapeCenter
Idle No More

www.idlenomore.ca
Decolonize This Place

www.decolonizethisplace.org/
For More Information Please Contact:
Cristina Ferrigno at latinxexhibit@gmail.com

Special Thanks to our performers Cetiliztli

You can learn more about their group and traditions at
www.cetiliztlinauhcampa.com

WHAT DOES LATINX MEAN TO YOU?
La Bodega Gallery is proud to present LATINX a social practice,
group exhibition curated by Cristina Ferrigno. LATINX poses
the question of how individuals experience their identity, and
showcases work by 9 artists who access their Latinidad in
atypical ways, initiating a dialogue within our community.
We tend to put ourselves in boxes with neat labels, but how
can we define Latinx? Is it by the Spanish language or is it by
a geographic region of birth? Does it have to do with a family’s
customs or the culture in which one is raised? What does
gender-neutral language mean? In posing these questions to
members of the community and by subverting stereotypes,
we can dismantle the problematic concept of what makes
someone a “real Latino.” LATINX deconstructs identity and
explores different facets and experiences, highlighting the voices
of Women, Queer and POC Latinx artists. This exhibition seeks
to address issues of racism, colorism, homophobia, and toxic
masculinity from within the community.
Customs and culture vary from country to country and our
immigrant narratives are not the same. There is a beauty
and complexity in our stories of migration. By investigating
commonalities and overlapping experiences, we can see the
nuance and beauty within our diaspora. This is what Latinx
means to us, what does it mean to you?

PARTICIPATE IN THIS
PROJECT ONLINE!
by sharing & tagging
@latinx_exhibit
on instagram
We want to see your completed
pages!
You can also participate by taking
the LATINX Survey at
www.cmferrigno.com/survey

Janice Quiles-Reyes
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How do you access your
Latinidad?
Circle or add your own words:

Language, Geography, Country,
Borders, Land, Labor,
Blood, DNA, Features, Skin,
Heritage, Ideals, Customs,
Religion, Tradition, Ancestry, Family
Experiences of Racism or Otherness,
Relationship to Colonialism,
Music, Food, Dance, Art, Culture,

Benjamin Lundberg Torres Sánchez
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Cristina Ferrigno

Jasmine Chavez Helm
Color in the postcard

Artist unknown, Saludes de Bluefields, Nicaragua. Loading Bananas in
Bluefields River, ca. 1900. @recuerdosdenicaragua collection.

Francisco Donoso

Write a note to your home country, your family, or
your amigx!

DM or tag @recuerdosdenicaragua

WE, THE PEOPLE OF COLOR, gathered together at this multinational People of Color Environmental Leadership Summit,

to begin to build a national and international movement of all peoples of color to fight the destruction and taking of our lands and
communities, do hereby re-establish our spiritual interdependence to the sacredness of our Mother Earth; to respect and celebrate
each of our cultures, languages and beliefs about the natural world and our roles in healing ourselves; to ensure environmental
justice; to promote economicalternatives which would contribute to the development of environmentally safe livelihoods; and,
to secure our political, economic and cultural liberation that has been denied for over 500 years of colonization and oppression,
resulting in the poisoning of our communities and land and the genocide of our peoples, do affirm and adopt these Principles of
Environmental Justice:

THE PRINCIPLES OF ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE (EJ)

1) Environmental Justice affirms the sacredness of
Mother Earth, ecological unity and the interdependence
of all species, and the right to be free from ecological
destruction.
2) Environmental Justice demands that public policy
be based on mutual respect and justice for all peoples, free
from any form of discrimination or bias.
3) Environmental Justice mandates the right to
ethical, balanced and responsible uses of land and
renewable resources in the interest of a sustainable planet
for humans and other living things.
4) Environmental Justice calls for universal protection
from nuclear testing, extraction, production and disposal
of toxic/hazardous wastes and poisons and nuclear testing
that threaten the fundamental right to clean air, land,
water, and food.
5) Environmental Justice affirms the fundamental
right to political, economic, cultural and environmental
self-determination of all peoples.
6) Environmental Justice demands the cessation of the
production of all toxins, hazardous wastes, and radioactive
materials, and that all past and current producers be held
strictly accountable to the people for detoxification and the
containment at the point of production.
7) Environmental Justice demands the right to
participate as equal partners at every level of decisionmaking, including needs assessment, planning,
implementation, enforcement and evaluation.
8) Environmental Justice affirms the right of all
workers to a safe and healthy work environment without
being forced to choose between an unsafe livelihood and
unemployment. It also affirms the right of those who work
at home to be free from environmental hazards.
9) Environmental Justice protects the right of victims
of environmental injustice to receive full compensation and
separations for damages as well as quality health care.
10) Environmental Justice considers governmental
acts of environmental injustice a violation of international
law, the Universal Declaration On Human Rights,
and the United Nations Convention on Genocide.

11) Environmental Justice must recognize a special
legal and natural relationship of Native Peoples to the U.S.
government through treaties, agreements, compacts, and
covenants affirming sovereignty and self-determination.
12) Environmental Justice affirms the need for urban
and rural ecological policies to clean up and rebuild our
cities and rural areas in balance with nature, honoring the
cultural integrity of all our communities, and provided fair
access for all to the full range of resources.
13) Environmental Justice calls for the strict
enforcement of principles of informed consent, and a halt
to the testing of experimental reproductive and medical
procedures and vaccinations on people of color.
14) Environmental Justice opposes the destructive
operations of multi-national corporations.
15) Environmental Justice opposes military
occupation, repression and exploitation of lands, peoples
and cultures, and other life forms.
16) Environmental Justice calls for the education of
present and future generations, which emphasizes social
and environmental issues, based on our experience and an
appreciation of our diverse cultural perspectives.
17) Environmental Justice requires that we, as
individuals, make personal and consumer choices to
consume as little of Mother Earth’s resources and to
produce as little waste as possible; and make the conscious
decision to challenge and reprioritize our lifestyles to
ensure the health of the natural world for present and
future generations.
More info on environmental justice and
environmental racism can be found online at www.
ejnet.org/ej/
Delegates to the First National People of Color
Environmental Leadership Summit held on October 2427, 1991, in Washington DC, drafted and adopted these
17 principles of Environmental Justice. Since then, the
Principles have served as a defining document for the
growing grassroots movement for environmental justice.

Draw a home that brings a
childhood memory to you!

This work is part of a series in which I investigate the story
and personal memories of my family’s former coffee
plantation in Brazil. I see this as an homage to my
grandmother’s life, she was one of the only women in
the region running a coffee plantation and faced many
struggles dealing with the patriarchal society of rural Brazil.
Though the place and history is very personal to me, the
work also deals with the decaying social and economic
situation of Garça, where I was born. This small town in the
countryside was reliant on coffee production as their main
export, in the 1990’s this region suffered an economic
downturn in part due to poor investments and hyperinflation.

The houses on the farm evoke memories of
my childhood and feelings of admiration
for my grandmother.
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